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2      HAWKING
(a) Giraldus Cambrensis, Gemma Eccksiastica, D. i. c. 54. (R. S., vol. II.
p. 161.)
King Henry the Second of England (or his son Richard;
I name both, but shun to distinguish clearly since my tale is
to his dishonour) in the early days of his reign cast off his best
falcon at a heron, for the sake of that cruel pastime. The
heron circled higher and higher; but the falcon,being swifter,
had already wellnigh overtaken him, when the king felt certain
of victory and cried aloud, "By God's eyes or His gorge..., that
bird shall not now escape, even though God Himself had sworn
it!" (for they had learned thus to swear in their youthful inso-
lence; and such habits may scarce be unlearnt; even as Henry
II/s grandfather, Henry L, was wont to swear By God's Death.)
At these words the heron turned forthwith to bay; and, by a
most miraculous change from victim to tormentor, stuck his
beak into the falcon's head, dashed out his brains, and (himself
whole and unhurt) cast the dying bird to the earth at the
king's very feet.
(b) Statutes at Large, A.D. 1360. (35 Edward III. cap. 22.)
Item it is acorded in this present Parliament, That every
person which findeth a Faulcon, Tercelet, Laner or Laneret,
or other Hawke, that is lost of their Lord, that presently he
bring the same to the Sheriff of the County, and that the
Sheriff make Proclamation in all the good Towns in the
County, that he hath such a Hawk in his Custody^ And if
the Lord which lost the same, or any of his people, come to
challenge it, and proveth reasonably that the same is his
Lord's, let him pay for the Costs, and have the Hawk.
And if none come within four Months to challenge it, that
then the Sheriff have the Hawk, making gree1 to him
that did take him, if he be a simple man; and if he be a
Gentleman, and of Estate to have the Hawk, that then tie
Sheriff redeliver to him the Hawk, taking of him reasonable
Costs for the time that he had him in his Custody* And ^
1 a gratuity.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